
OPEN HOUSE FORMAT
Enjoy a self-guided tour of the boards  presenting  background 
of the  pro ject ,  so me  of the  phasing information about  the 
tra i ls  including te chnical  and s ignage information as  wel l  as  
f acts  and f e edback o n o ptio ns  fo r moving forward. 

Reach out to anyone here with a nametag  for help  answering 
yo ur quest io ns.  P le ase let  us  k now if there  is  anything we can 
help  w ith!

Th e s e  boards  wi l l  be  upl oade d on  ou r web site 
Vi si t  www.kit imat.ca

We  appre ci ate  your t i m e  &  t h ank you  for you r involvement!

W E L C O M E  
t o  t h e 

K i t i m a t  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  T r a i l s
C o m m u n i t y  O p e n  H o u s e



B a c k g r o u n d  C o n t e x t

•	MECA requests funding from Council for Master Plan preparation for Mountain Bike Trails in Kitimat. 
•	Council approves a $19,000 grant along with participation of staff in the Master Planning process.

•	MECA updates Council on the Kitimat Mountain Bike Trails Master Plan, which includes four identified locations as well as priorities.

•	MECA updates Council on a 3-year plan and budget for developing the Mountain Bike Trails, as well as a partnership 
agreement between the District and MECA. 

•	Proposed agreement includes land use, development of a Mountain Bike Trail System (potential alternate uses e.g. 
hiking), trail standards, liability insurance, trail maintenance, provision of mountain bike events, trail signage and 
processes for regular reporting.

•	Proposal includes a trail development capital grant contribution request of $250,000 per year for 3 years plus an annual 
maintenance funding agreement of $30,000 once the trails are developed.

•	Council invites MECA to reduce the grant request and invites them to comment on impacts of reduced grant.
•	MECA indicates impacts of a reduced grant as well as fundraising efforts. 
•	Council approve $250,000 for first year.

•	MECA updates Council on existing and future trail construction, which includes delaying construction due to land tenure 
issues. 

•	Council directs staff to work with MECA on determining trail access for the Haisla Hill Mountain Bike Trail off of Haisla 
Boulevard and discuss with MECA and the public about the possibility of a safe access at the view point and connecting 
these trails to the downtown.

•	MECA seeks Council’s partnership and endorsement for a BC government grant application to assist in the planning and 
design of the Coho flats trails in 2023, which includes further public consultation.

•	Community Open House for project update and obtain feedback on access to Phase- 1 Haisla Hill Mountain Bike Trails

A p r i l  2 0 2 1

J u l y  2 0 2 1

O c t  2 0 2 1

J a n  2 0 2 2

S e p t  2 0 2 2

J a n  2 0 2 3

A p r i l  2 0 2 3

WE ARE HERE



L o c a t i o n  C o n t e x t



P h a s i n g :  P h a s e  1  -  H a i s l a  H i l l  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  Tr a i l  N e t w o r k

S t a g e :  U n d e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n                                         P l a n n i n g :  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2                                             C o n s t r u c t i o n :  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

This trail network has been under construction since the summer 2022 and will be completed by the fall of 2023.



P h a s i n g :  P h a s e  2  -  C o h o  F l a t s  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  Tr a i l  N e t w o r k

This  tra i l  ne two r k is  cur re ntly being proposed as  Phase 2  of the Mountain  Bike  Trai ls  in 
Kit imat.  The  Trai ls  mar ke d  w ith  Orange wi l l  be  constructed in  20 24 .  If  grant  appl icat ions  are 

successful l,  fur the r te chnical  feasibl ity wi l l  be  conducted for the devel opment of tra i ls .

S t a g e :  P r e - P l a n n i n g  P r o p o s e d                           P l a n n i n g :  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4                          C o n s t r u c t i o n :  l a t e  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 5  a n d  b e y o n d



P h a s e  1  Fa c t s

•	Green, Blue and Black Trails are Single Direction downhill Trails and represent 
Easy, Intermediate and Expert level categories; and

•	Orange Trail is a Multidirectional Cross Country (up-down) Trail.

O w n e r s h i p  a n d  N a m i n g

•	All the Trails are being developed on District owned land;
•	All the trails will be maintained by MECA. Liability and other details will be 

managed through the District's contract agreement with MECA; and
•	All the trails are to be named in collaboration with the Haisla Nation.

S a f e t y  a n d  A c c e s s i b i l i t y
•	Mountain Bike Trails are designed to be used for mountain bikes only; 
•	Pedal-assist electric bikes will be permitted on the trails to achieve accessibility 

goals;
•	Overhead pass and the Multi-purpose Trail on Haisla Boulevard to be used to 

complete a loop;
•	Crosswalk on Haisla Boulevard is being evaluated for future use to complete 

loop; and
•	Emergency access would be coordinated with the Fire Department and the 

RCMP.

S i g n a g e
•	Safety information signage is to be placed at the beginning on the Trailhead Sign 

with DO's and DONT's; 
•	Signage includes Trail Head Signs, En-route Signs, Regulatory Signs and Warning 

Signs; and
•	All the signage boards on the trails will be located strategically, with the current 

locations for representation purpose only.

Tr a i l  Ty p e

•	Public Toilets are located at the trail end in the Oviatt Bike Park; and
•	Garbage containers to be provided at the entrance and the exit.

S e r v i c e s



P h a s e  1  S i g n a g e  I n f o r m a t i o n  ( E x a m p l e s )

TH Trailhead Sign
ER En-Route Sign

Regulatory Trails Signs

No Motorcycles

No All Terrain Vehicles

Do Not Enter

EN-ROUTE SIGN

NAME: Easiest
SYMBOL: White Circle
GENERAL: Fairly flat, wide and paved. Suitable for all 
users.
DETAILED: 
•	 Maximum grade: 10%
•	 Preferred average grade: no more than 5%
•	 Maintain a minimum 2.5m curve radius
•	 Usually associate with Trail Type 1 

EXPECTED TECHNICAL TRAIL FEATURES (TTF):
TTFs are not appropriate for this trail level

NAME: Easy
SYMBOL: Green Circle
GENERAL: Gentle climbs and easily avoidable 
obstacles such as rocks, roots and pot-holes
DETAILED:
•	 Maximum grade: 15%
•	 Maximum sustained climbing grade: 8%
•	 Curve radius 2.4m minimum
•	 Usually associated with Trail Type 2 or 3
•	 Embeded trail obstacles: up to 10cm
•	 Logs and roots perpendicular to direction of travel 

(+-15deg)
•	 Bridge minimum 90cm wide, handrail required if 

height of bridge above surface exceeds 60cm
•	 Rock face descents not to exceed 25%
•	 No drops and no jumps 

EXPECTED TECHNICAL TRAIL FEATURES GENERAL:
•	 Small roots and logs to cross
•	 Embeded rocks to avoid
•	 Wide bridges

NAME: More Difficult
SYMBOL: Blue Square
GENERAL: Challenging riding with obstacles. 
Requires riding experience.
DETAILED:
•	 Maximum climbing grade: 25%
•	 Maximum sustained climbing grade: 10%
•	 Maximum descent grade on non-rock surface: 35%
•	 Drop-offs with exit cleared of all obstacles and 

rollable
•	 No jumps with consequences for lack of speed (for 

example, coffin jumps or gap jumps) 

EXPECTED TECHNICAL TRAIL FEATURES GENERAL:
•	 Bridges (flat, wide, low and rollable from section to 

section)
•	 Rollable drops
•	 Small teeter-totters
•	 Rollable jumps

NAME: Most Difficult
SYMBOL: Black Diamond
GENERAL: A mixture of long steep climbs, loose trail surfaces, numerous 
difficult obstacles to avoid or jump over, drop-offs and sharp corners. Some 
sections are definitely easier to walk.
DETAILED:
•	 Maximum climbing grade: 30%
•	 Maximum sustained climbing grade: 15%
•	 Usually associated with Trail Type 3, 4 or 5
•	 Elevated bridges: less than 3m high above surface
•	 Rock or ramp descents not to exceed 120%
•	 Jumps: Table tops, no maximum height; No gap jumps or rhythm sections 

EXPECTED TECHNICAL TRAIL FEATURES GENERAL:
•	 TTF width to height ratio of 1:4
•	 Elevated bridges and teeter-totters with maximum deck height
•	 Connected bridges
•	 Mandatory air
•	 Larger jumps
•	 Steep descents with sharp transitions

NAME: Expert Unlimited
SYMBOL: Double Black Diamond
GENERAL: 
•	 Exceptional bike control skills and balance essential to clear many 

challenging obstacles. High risk level. Only a handful of riders will enjoy 
these rides.

•	 The District of Kitimat recognises Expert Unlimited as a difficulty level 
but due to the small size of the user group, the RMOW will not pursue 
ownership of these trails, however, there may be some of these elements 
on a trail provided there is a clearly defined alternate route around 

DETAILED:
•	 Similar to Most Difficult
•	 Usually associated with Trail Type 3 or 4
•	 Exceeding Most Difficult 

EXPECTED TECHNICAL TRAIL FEATURES GENERAL:
•	 Risk exceeds Most Difficult due to height, widths and exposure
•	 Fall zones may not meet fall zone standards
•	 The consequences of errors may be severe and rescue may be difficult

MOUNTAIN  BIKE  TRAIL  DIFFICULTY  LEVELS

TRAIL SIGNS -  
TECHNICAL TRAIL 

FEATURE WARNINGPowerhouse Plunge

USE  AT  OWN  RISK
PLEASE   AVOID   USE   OF   TRAIL   DURING   

DIFFICULT

TECHNICAL   DIFFICULTY

This recreational trail contains some steep technical 
sections,switchbacks and moderate stunts. Please ride with 

caution. Expect trail to be more difficult to ride when slippery.

TRAILHEAD SIGN

Oviatt Bike Park

Downtown

TH

The following identify all the levels of trail technical 
difficulty as they apply to mountain bikes, starting 

with easiest and moving upto expert unlimited. 
Included are general and detailed description of 

trails and Technical Trail Features (TTFs). This section 
quantifies what characteristics compose the trail 

difficulty for mountain bikes.
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TH ER
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TH
Cable Car

REGULATORY SIGNS



H a i s l a  H i l l  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  Tr a i l  Te c h n i c a l  F e a t u r e s  ( T T F s )

Black Flow/Freeride Trail with Double Black TTFs
• 	Propose d /Co n ce pt  Lo c at i on (to  be G PS 'd)
• 	Approxi mately 220m of N ew Tra i l 

Constru ct io n
• 	Expert  Leve l  On ly

Upper Blue Flow/Free ride Trail with Black TTFs
• 	Proposed/Concept  Locat ion (to  be GPS 'd)
• 	Approximately 255m of New Trai l 

Construct ion
• 	Black rated TTF (r idearounds provided)
• 	Intermediate/Advanced Level

Lower Blue Skill Development Trail with Black TTFs
• 	Proposed/Concept  Locat ion (to  be GPS 'd)
• 	Approximately 205m of New Trai l  Construct ion
• 	Black rated TTF (r idearounds provided)
• 	Provide features  that  a l low r iders  to  develop ski l ls 

on:  drops  of a  var iety of s izes,  d ifferent  jumps and 
other TTFs

• 	Intermediate/Advanced Level

Additional Trail and/or Features
Wallride addition to hip concept

Oviatt Bike Park

Cable Car

Downtown



C o m m u n i t y  F e e d b a c k  f o r  H a i s l a  H i l l  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  Tr a i l  E n t r a n c e

Option 1:  E n t r a n c e  a t  t h e  V i e w p o i n t  p a r k i n g

P r o s :
• 	 Famil iar spot  with  communi ty memb ers
• 	 Closer access  from Ki ngf i sher Avenue and  P tarmigan Stre et
• 	 Access  to  v iewpoint  gard en area

C o n s :
• 	 Possible  future  crosswalk connecti on from th e P t armigan 

Street  may create  conf l i ct  wi th  veh i c les
• 	 Steep s lope at  the begi nni ng
• 	 Confl icts  with  the exist i ng p arki ng area

P l a c e  a  s t i c k e r  i n  t h e  b o x  b e l o w  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  t h i s  o p t i o n :



C o m m u n i t y  F e e d b a c k  f o r  H a i s l a  H i l l  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  Tr a i l  E n t r a n c e

Option 2:  E n t r a n c e  b e s i d e  t h e  V i e w p o i n t  p a r k i n g

P r o s :
• 	 Possible  future  crosswalk  c onnec ti on wi th  th e e xist ing 

s idewalk
• 	 Not  confl ict ing with  the exi st i ng p arki ng are
• 	 Gentle  s lope at  the b egi nni ng

C o n s :
• 	 Addit ional  cost  for  the d evelop ment of  new sp ot
• 	 Further access  from Ki ngf i sher Avenue and  P tarmigan 

Street

P l a c e  a  s t i c k e r  i n  t h e  b o x  b e l o w  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  t h i s  o p t i o n :



We  appreciate  yo ur t ime &  thank you for your involvement!
If yo u have  any quest io ns,  send us  an e-mai l  on  

p lanning@k it imat.ca

T H A N K  Y O U 
f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e 

K i t i m a t  M o u n t a i n  B i k e  T r a i l s
C o m m u n i t y  O p e n  H o u s e


